Christ Church Parish

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 5, 2024 at 9:00 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Welcome:  We are glad you have joined us this morning. If you are visiting or looking for a church home, please introduce yourself to our clergy and fill out one of the welcome cards you will find in your pew. (You can drop the card into the offering plate, or give it to an usher.) The people read the portions of the service printed in bold face. Our order of service is from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. 

Minister
The Rev. Emilie Finn, Celebrant and Preacher
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The Word of God
Opening Hymn 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria
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Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.


Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
First Lesson








       Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98
Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

Second Lesson 







         1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 
Holy Gospel 






                       John 15:9-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon



               
                           The Rev. Emilie Finn
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.


Prayers of the People, Form 3  
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;

That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  

(The people may add their own petitions.)

The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these." 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Announcements 
Offertory Sentence

Doxology
The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer D

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #120
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,


Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.


Hosanna in the highest.


We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.


The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Communion Hymn 
Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn
Dismissal

Let us bless the Lord! Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!
The altar flowers today are given to the glory of God 
by the people of Christ Church.
Worship Servers

Chalice Minister - Sandy Scott

1st Lesson & Psalm - Carol Keil

2nd Lesson & Prayers of the People - Laura Russell

Ushers - Laura Russell and Nancy Stevens

Counters - Laura Russell and Chris Bartro
Service Schedule

The Seventh Sunday of Easter: Morning Prayer
May 12, 2024 at 9:00 am
Sue Pople, Officiant
Stephanie Johnson, Organist and Choir Director

Pentecost: Holy Eucharist, Rite II
May 19, 2024 at 9:00 am
The Rev. Emilie Finn, Celebrant and Preacher

Stephanie Johnson, Organist and Choir Director

Trinity Sunday: Morning Prayer
May 26, 2024 at 9:00 am
Eileen Honey, Officiant
Stephanie Johnson, Organist and Choir Director

Announcements


On Saturday, May 4, from 12:30-2pm, St. James', Danbury, is hosting a labyrinth for World Labyrinth Day. There are more details on the flyers on our church bulletin boards. The sanctuary opens for prayer at noon, and the labyrinth opens at 12:30. If you would like to walk the labyrinth, no RSVP is needed.

On Saturday, May 11, at 10am, St. Paul's, Riverside will host a southwest regional Confirmation service, with Bishop Ahrens presiding. This is a time when youth and adults make a mature commitment to Christ, and to the Baptismal Covenant of the Episcopal Church. This is also a time when those from other denominations who have found their way to the Episcopal Church may, if they wish, affirm the Baptismal Covenant and be formally Received by the bishop into the Episcopal Church. If you are interested in being Confirmed or Received, please contact Pastor Emilie as soon as possible!

Office Hours: Pastor Emilie's office hours are Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30am-4:00pm. Beth's office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:15am-3:00pm. 

Pastor Emilie is available by phone (voice/text) at 203-392-4695, and by email at clergy@christchurchredding.org.

The deadline for eTidings and bulletin announcements/information is Tuesday morning. 

Coffee Hour – Volunteers needed! Please sign up on the sheet in the parish hall.
 
Needed:  Please bring small (35-50 oz.) empty detergent bottles for the Bethel Food Pantry and put them in the blue tub by the coat rack. Thank you. Sue Pople.
 
Do you feel moved to set up the Lord’s Table? Altar Guild members needed! Please contact Connie Scott at 203-731-1892 or Audrey Dance at 203-938-3362.
 
Laundry Love:  The in-person events at White Street Wash are the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 11:00am to 3:00pm.  Using the link below, select the hour you intend to work.   Https://signup.com/go/zdyxnef

If you would like to join the Mission Committee, please contact Sam Crocker at home (203-938-3538), cell (203-788-4185), or by email: scrocker42@gmail.com.


 Intercessions

Prayer List:  We pray for the following parishioners, family, friends around the world: 

Keith          
Virginia            
Dylan and family     
Heidi          
Mel       
Jessica              
Jennifer                 
Mary M.      
Sue                       
Joanne              
Jill A.                 
Ingrid
Marston P.            
Louise               
Morna                      Doug

                                                                            
Pray for patience and healing for Keith. Pray for all the victims and families of injured and dead from domestic & international terrorism. Pray for peace. Pray for prisoners. Pray for the homeless. Pray for victims of violence and abuse. Pray for addicts. Pray for the victims of all natural disasters, including recent hurricanes, wildfires, earthquakes, floods, snow, and tornadoes. Pray for those we don’t get along with. Pray for those who have hurt us. Pray for the enemies of our country; pray for those enslaved and slaughtered by ISIS and other terrorist groups. Pray for victims of hate crimes. Pray for healthcare workers and first responders. Pray for all suffering from the virus. Pray for all suffering from famine. Pray for the intractable conflict in Israel and Gaza, praying especially for all noncombatants.

Christ Church Parish

Founded 1732

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 54, Redding Ridge, CT  06876

Address for UPS and GPS: 184 Cross Highway, Redding, CT  06896

Website: www.christchurchredding.org
Telephone (203) 938-2872

              

Fax (203) 938-2175

The Staff

The Rev. Emilie Finn, Priest in Charge

203-392-4695    clergy@christchurchredding.org
Beth Cox, Parish Administrator



203-938-2872

office@christchurchredding.org
The Vestry

Todd Eubanks, Warden



Marianne Crew, Treasurer

Robert Kloss, Warden




Laura Russell, Clerk

Janet Metzger
2025

Carol Tolonen

2025
Chris Colby
2025

Chris Bartro
2026

Nancy Stevens

2026
Jill Gallagher
2027

Nancy Given
2027

Convention Delegates

Ann Crocker







Laura Russell

Todd Eubanks, Alternate




Robert Kloss, Alternate
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